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April 26, 2004

The Honorable Lois Pulliam
Chief Clerk of the House
Commonwealth of Kentucky
Capitol Building

Frankfurt, KY 40601

Dear Ms. Pulliam:

This will acknowledge receipt of House Resolution No. 223, urging the House Armed
Services Committee as well as the entire United States Congress to adopt H.R. 327 awarding a
Medal of Honor posthumously to First Lieutenant Garlin Murl Conner.

Your resolution is being referred to the Speaker of the House for appropriate action.

With best wishes, I am

Sincerely,

— X

Jeff Trandahl

Clerk of the House
JT4Md






COMMONWEALTH OF KENTUCKY
GENERAL ASSEMBLY
Houske oF REPRESENTATIVES

OFFICE OF THE CLERK TrHe CapiToL

April 13, 2004

The Honorable Jeff Trandahl

Clerk, U.S. House of Representatives
U.S. Capitol, Room H-154
Washington, D.C. 20515-6601

Dear Mr. Trandah!:

The General Assembly has adopted House Resolution No. 223 on
March 25, 2004. 1 am enclosing a copy for you as directed by the

Resolution.

Sincerely,

Lois Pulliam

Chief Clerk of the House
LP:dg
Enc. 1

FRANKFOR:T, KeNTUCKY 40601
{502} 564-3800
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IN HOUSE

2004 REGULAR SESSION

HOUSE CONCURRENT RESOLUTION NO. 223

TUESDAY, MARCH 2, 2004

Representatives Hoover and Geveden introduced the following concurrent resolution which
was ordered to be printed.
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A CONCURRENT RESOLUTION urging the House Armed Services Committee
as well as the entire United States Congress to adopt H.R. 327 awarding a Medal of
Honor posthumously to First Lieutenant Garlin Murl Conner.

WHEREAS, Lieutenant Garlin Murl Conner was a native of Clinton County,
Kentucky, who served with distinction and valor in the United States Army during World
War II; and

WHEREAS, Kentucky Congressman Ed Whitfield introduced H.R. 327 to the
108th Congress to bestow this highly deserved honor on Lieutenant Garlin Murl Conner;
and ‘ . |

WHEREAS, Lieutenant Garlin Murl Conner is Kentucky's most decorated war
hero, who served on the front lines for over eight hundred days in eight major campaigns;
he was wounded seven times but returned to comnbat and continued to fight on the front
lines after each wound; and

WHEREAS, during World War II, over forty 3rd Division soldiers received Medals
of Honor, more than any other Division; however, Lieutenant Garlin Murl Conner was
not awarded the Medal of Honor due to an oversight and failure to process the paperwork;
and

WHEREAS, Lieutenant Conner served in the 3rd Infantry Division with Audie L.
Murphy, America's most decorated hero of all wars; as compared to Audie L. Murphy,
Lientenant Conner was awarded more Silver Stars for acts of valor, foughi in more
campaigns, served on the front lines longer, and was wounded more times; he was
awarded many honors including the Distinguished Service Cross, the Silver Star with
three Oak Leaf Clusters, the Bronze Star, the Purple Heart with six Oak Leaf Clusters,
and other medals; and

WHEREAS, on June 20, 1945, Lieutenant Conner was awarded the Croix de
Guerre, the French Medal of Honor, that wai; also awarded to Sergeant Alvin C. York,

America's most decorated World War I soldier, who was a friend of Lieutenant Conner
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and lived a few miles from Lieutenant Conner's home on the Kentucky-Tennessee border;
and
’ WHEREAS, Major General Lloyd B. Ramsey (Ret.), who was Lieutenant Conner's

battalion commander during combat in World War II, is still living and has signed the
necessary documents for awarding the Medal of Honor to Lieutenant Conner; in 1943,
Major General Ramsey wrote that Lieutenant Conner was "one of the outstanding soldiers
of this war, if not the outstanding....I've never seen a2 man with as much courage and
ability as he has"; and

WHEREAS, Stephen Ambrose, America's foremost World War II historian,
founder of the D-Day Museum in New Orleans, Louisiana, and author of many books,
wrote on November 11, 2000, "I am in complete support of the effort to make Lieutenant
Garlin M. Conner a Medal of Honor recipient. What Lieutenant Conner did in stopping
the German assault near Houssen, France in January 1945 was far above the call of duty.
I've met and talked at length with many Medal of Honor recipients and am sure they
would all agree that Lieutenant Conn‘er more than deserves the honor of joining them";
and

WHEREAS, on April 3, 2001, 3rd Infantry Division leaders named the new
EAGLE BASE in Bosnia-Herzegovina after Lieutenant Conner because of his gallantry in
World War I and because "It's a company-grade forward operating base named after a
soldier with a company-grade rank”; and

WHEREAS, Richard Chilton, a former Green Beret from Genoa City, Wisconsin,
has been on a mission since 1996 to have the Medal of Honor awarded to Lieutenant |
Conner; his research has documented that Lieutenant Conner is one of the great combat
heroes of World War II, equal in every way to Audie L. Murphy; Chilton has made
presentations to dozens of schools about Lieutenant Conner's war record and has copies
of over 2,500 letters written by students to i’resident George W. Bush requesting the

Medal of Honor be awarded; after reviewing Chilton's information, a host of former war
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veterans have written Congress requesting passage of H.R. 327 to award the Medal of
Honor to one of America's greatest citizen soldiers, Lieutenant Garlin Murl Conner;

NOW, THEREFORE,

Be it resolved by the House of Representatives of the General Assembly of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky, the Senate concurring therein:

Section 1. The General Assembly of the Commonwealth of Kentucky urges the
House Armed Services Committee as well as the entire United States Congress to adopt
HR. 327 awarding a }Medal of Honor posthumously to First Lieutenant Garlin Murl
Conner. '- |

Section 2. The Clerk of the House of Representatives shall send a copy of this
Resolution to: Congressman Duncan Hunter, Chairman of the Armed Services
Committee; the Clerk of the House of Representatives of the United States; the Clerk of
the Senate of the United States; each member of the Kentucky Congressional Delegation;
and to the widow of 1st Lieutenant Garlin Murl Conner, Mrs. Pauline W. Conner, Route

5

1, Box 208, Albany, Kentucky 42602.
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